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Editorial
Reading through the articles in this edition of the Labour History Project
Bulletin, I detected (although this is perhaps a purely personal response) certain
tensions at play. The first is between the scholarly approach to labour history
– history as a field ‘for itself’; and the possible role of that history (as a record
of more radical times) in informing and stimulating current struggle
against the neo-liberal regime.
And then, as digital media make past records more readily available (even as
daily tweets), there is a further possible tension: of that availability becoming
an alternative to tackling the vexed question of the nature of current struggles.
This raises the problem of the relationship between past and present, what are
the differences, to what extent do individuals, including historians, ‘make
history’? Has it, a la post-modernism, all happened before, and is our task to
simply rewrite the stories? Does this, in turn, imply a current age of decadence,
with many colourful costumes according to lifestyle, but lacking a centre?
Vexed questions indeed. We can simply affirm how important it is that the past
record continues to be held, recovered, and made available. But does a new
task perhaps present itself: to relate current struggles like the Living Wage
campaign to the past; and to see how the past might usefully inform the
campaign? Ditto with the health and safety issue.
A difficult but interesting proposition to consider on a drizzly Monday morning
in Blackball, as I currently reread John Reed’s Ten Days That Shook the World,
downloaded from kobo.
Paul Maunder

Letters to the Editor
Please send letters to the editor to:

Very good to hear of your interest in Comrade Harry Pollitt and his visit to New
Zealand in April 1960 (LHP Newsletter 57, April 2013).

secretary@lhp.org.nz
or by post to:
Newsletter
Labour History Project
PO Box 27-425
Wellington 6001

I first met him in July 1948, when he gave a powerful speech in Barrow in
Furness, UK. After suffering a period of unemployment in London, I was
ordered north to the shipyards of Barrow. Pollitt’s speech was the highlight of
my stay in that town. Quite rightly, he concentrated on the Soviet Red Army;
the way it tore the guts out of Hitler’s army. Pollitt was a master of small details
and thrilled the audience with Soviet achievements, and in particular what
these achievements offered to the British working class.
Right away I wrote an application to join the British Communist Party. I waited
and waited for a favourable response, but nothing came. It became obvious the
party did not need me. However, my situation was changing as I had applied
to New Zealand House for emigration to New Zealand.
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My arrival in 1949 concurred with the dismissal of Peter Fraser and his social
democratic government. The betrayal of Wellington Driver’s Union and its
deregistration was the last straw in a number of sellouts. In 1951 I was fortunate
to be accepted by the New Zealand Communist Party as a card-carrying member.
When Harry Pollitt arrived in Wellington there was a small item in The Dominion
informing its readers of the fact. After that item, complete silence followed.
Our local CP district worked hard to attract public interest; resulting in a good
crowd at the Savage Hall where Comrade Pollitt addressed us. To be truthful
I was rather disappointed in his loose manner of throwing out bare facts, but
then he was elderly and suffered from the backwash of Khrushchev’s infamous
denunciation of Comrade Josef Stalin.
He visited Porirua and stayed the night at Jack Manson's house. Manson often
regaled us with his guest’s insistence on having a piss bucket in his room. Even
though the toilet was just across the passage from his room.
Arrangements were made for Pollitt to speak at Titahi Bay Hall owned by the
city council. Unfortunately, the mayor, Whitford Brown, an alcoholic, collapsed
under pressure from reactionaries in the Titahi Bay RSA. He closed the hall
down and forbade Pollitt the right to speak there.
However, all was not lost—a meeting was quickly convened in front of the
house rented by Party friends, Ken and Dorothea Marlowe. Pollitt spoke to a
good crowd there.
The tragedy of his death occurred aboard ship on his way back to England. The
ship’s captain behaved in a most brutal manner. He was getting ready to throw
Harry Pollitt’s body over the side. It was only persistent calls from other
passengers that prevented it from happening. The captain should have known
that Pollitt was an internationally recognised person. In fact, upon arrival in
port a huge demonstration took place to receive the dead hero. Paul Robeson
was in front of the funeral cortège in London.
Politics continued after Comrade Harry’s death. In 1961 the international
communist movement split between Moscow and Beijing. Every communist
party in the world suffered from this division. Our NZ Communist Party lost
half its membership to the Socialist Unity Party.
Jim Windsor
Titahi Bay, Wellington

The Labour History Project held its annual general meeting on Tuesday 2 July
at the Wellington Museum of City and Sea. We very much appreciate Rachel
Ingram’s generosity in making this possible. As some of you will know, the
Museum is housed in what was once the Wellington Harbour Board offices
and we noted the associations with the employers during the great 1913 strike.
Marie Russell prepared some very welcome refreshments and the business part
of the meeting proceeded smoothly and cheerfully. Andrew Laking, accompanied
by Reece McNaughton, sang three original songs with historical themes.
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Hazel Armstrong, one of our members and a barrister and solicitor who
specialises in ACC, employment and health and safety law was the featured
speaker for the evening. Hazel’s talk dealt with industrial disease and the
struggles of workers for recognition and compensation. She focused on
two examples: miner’s phthisis and exposure to asbestos, and emphasised
the importance of dedicated campaigners in each case.
Mark Fagan was a miner in the West Coast quartz goldmines and eventually
a Labour member of parliament’s upper house, the Legislative Council.
He campaigned for years against dangerous work practices and for compensation
for those afflicted by phthisis (he suffered from the disease himself).
Asbestos is now well known for its dangers, but when Accident Compensation
was introduced in 1974 it excluded those exposed to asbestos before that
date. A former New Zealand Electricity Department worker, Robin McKenzie,
had been exposed to asbestos at work in the 1960s, contracted mesothelioma
and mounted a long campaign to have compensation extended to those
in his position.
The meeting resulted in some changes to the committee. Pauline O’Reilly
Leverton stepped down, and we are very grateful for the time she has given
to the committee and her always-thoughtful contributions. We welcome new
committee members Cybèle Locke, Jessica Moran and Barry Pateman. Russell
Campbell accepted election as treasurer, for which we thank him, and I was
elected chairperson. Mark Derby had indicated at the last AGM that he wished
to step down from the chair, and he kindly agreed to continue for some time
after that in the absence of other nominations. Mark has made a very great
contribution to the organisation; his wide range of contacts and deep knowledge
of labour history are a great asset to us all and I am very pleased that he will
continue on the committee.
In a special vote, Richard Hill, the sole member of our executive who was also
a founding member of the Trade Union History Project (the original name for
this organisation) was elected a life member of the LHP. Richard has been a
stalwart, good-natured and very valuable member of this organisation under
both it names and richly deserves this recognition.
Looking ahead, work continues on organising resources for commemorative
walks around Wellington sites associated with the 1913 strike and on a number
of People’s History talks to be held at the Alexander Turnbull Library and the
Wellington Museum of City and Sea. As noted in our last issue, a subcommittee
has begun to discuss ways of marking the First World War centenaries. In early
September, the Public Sector Conference will be held in Wellington, focussing
on ‘New Thinking on the Public Services of New Zealand’. This conference,
associated with the centenary of the Public Service Association, is supported
by the Institute of Public Administration of New Zealand, the PSA, the School
of Government at Victoria University, and the Labour History Project.
We extend our best wishes for a successful gathering.
Jim McAloon
Chairperson
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Obituary
Peter Mullan and Bobby Closs
I recently went to the funeral of an old West Coast seaman named Peter Mullan
who was from a coal mining family on Denniston Hill. Peter was 90 years
old when he died, a great old ‘Red’, very sharp, good memory right to the end.
As a unionist he was part of that powerful grouping of seamen, watersiders
and miners that won us so much of what we have today in the way of pay,
conditions and political rights.
I first met Peter when taking the Communist Party’s paper, The Peoples Voice,
around my twenty or so contacts in Westport in the 1980s. Lately he helped me
research the early days of coal mining at Denniston and Burnetts Face.
Peter came from a family of 12 kids. Eight boys and three girls were born in
Scotland while another son was born after the family arrived in New Zealand.
The Depression was a terrible time for them, made worse when Peter's older
brother was drowned in the powerhouse dam. He was sucked into the intake
when someone turned on the pump.
The mines were owned by the Westport Coal Co and Peter described them as
‘cruel’. Miners had to line up and virtually beg to get work in the Depression.
One man pleaded with the mine manager for a ‘start’, saying he had nine kids
to feed. The manager told him he should have his balls cut off for having so
many kids.
After working as a trucker in the mine, Peter went to war. He fought right
through the campaign in Italy, up to Trieste where they collided with the
Yugoslav partizans. “We didn’t like them”, said Peter, “and they didn’t like us.”
There were a lot of heavily armed women soldiers in the partizans, he recalled.
Back home, he got work on the wharf in Wellington, then went to sea. Joining
the Seamens' Union could be difficult, but when Peter said he was a West Coast
miner the barriers came down.
TOP: PETER MULLAN. ABOVE: BOBBY CLOSS

It’s sad to see these old militants pass on—I owe a lot to them in moulding
my thinking.
Bobby Closs was another I miss. His family was also from Scotland and he
worked as a trucker in Millerton Mine. Truckers had the job of keeping the
boxes up to the miners at the face so they could fill their coal.
Bobby’s older brother Dave was a member of the Marxian Students, a forerunner
to the Communist Party. Bobby never joined the CP but had a revolutionary
outlook like so many of the miners, wharfies and seamen. It allowed them to
look beyond capitalism to a better future for workers.
Peter Lusk
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RECENT AND CURRENT RESEARCH
1951 waterfront lockout
Tauranga high school student Joanna Riley contacted us for help with a Year
13 history project on the 1951 watersiders’ dispute. We suggested some sources
of information, such as interviewing former workers on the Tauranga waterfront,
and some lines of inquiry. Joanne wrote an excellent essay, and has given us
permission to quote an extract:
“A consequence of the dispute was that it cemented in the public’s mind that
wharfies are lazy, selfish and stupid. This view has continued even till this day
and whenever a dispute comes up on the waterside, many kiwis are quick to
think it is the fault of the lazy watersiders. So when disputes came up over
things like the provision of inadequate lighting, eg. for night work in freezer
trucks where they were only given lanterns, they were hushed up by the port
authorities and ignored by the media and the public. These disputes were still
important and serious. For example, another dispute was over the weight of
wool dumps, which by law were limited to 700 pounds but many weighed
between 900 and 1,100 pounds. The bosses turned a blind eye, just like the rest
of New Zealand, as profit was the big thing. The impact on the public reputation
of the union movement has never recovered from the battering it received
during the dispute.”

Libel trial in The Standard
Former Wellington journalist and newspaper editor Neville Martin contacted
the LHP for information about the long-defunct Labour Party daily, The Standard.
He recalled that its editor in the 1950s was a colourful character named Syd
Pickering. Pickering told Neville about a celebrated case for criminal libel, after
a long-running campaign for better crossing gates at the Linden-Tawa railway
crossing. A child was killed at the crossing, the Standard's front page called
the Minister for Railways a murderer, and he sued for libel. Mr Martin wanted
to know if the story can be confirmed and if so, what the outcome of the trial
was. He’s also interested in any other information about Syd Pickering. If you
can help Mr Martin with this query, contact markderby37@gmail.com

A Wobbly on the waves
Archives New Zealand is ‘tweeting’ a record every day to match up a moment
in history. A recent tweet, chosen by LHP member and archivist Jared Davidson,
relates to the IWW and working class radicalism in New Zealand.
On 17 July 1925, Noel Lyons—an Australian seaman, radical socialist, and
member of the Industrial Workers of the World (IWW)—was deported from
New Zealand as an ‘undesirable immigrant’, despite protest from various trade
unions. Lyons had gained the attention of authorities by distributing prohibited
IWW literature to his fellow crewmen aboard the SS Manuka. He had also
advocated for better working conditions while on board.
Industrial unrest and social revolution after the First World War was a deeplyentrenched concern for the New Zealand government. The Bolshevik Revolution
in 1917, coupled with soldier and labour unrest around the globe in 1918-1919,
saw the Massey Government extend wartime regulations prohibiting the
distribution of socialist material. It also created new laws, such as the Undesirable
Immigrant Exclusion Act 1919. Under this Act the Attorney-General could
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deport anyone whom he deemed "disaffected or disloyal, or of such a character
that his presence would be injurious to the peace, order, and good Government"
of New Zealand.

This record is a memo to the Comptroller of Customs regarding the IWW
literature Lyons had distributed. The Customs Department played a major role
in keeping tabs on the movement of radical literature (and people), and as a
result, there are some interesting records at Archives New Zealand. Some
contain the original booklet or newspaper in question. This particular file does
not, but there are original IWW stickers and pamphlets in other Customs files
of the same series.
Archives Reference: ACIF 16475 Box 161 36/959/91
You can follow Archives New Zealand's tweets at http://twitter.com/archivesnz
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NEWS ROUND UP

Runanga Miners’ Hall declared Category One Historic Place
On Saturday 18 May a notice in the Greymouth Star announced that the New
Zealand Historic Places Trust has declared the Runanga Miners’ Hall a Category
One Historic Place. This is a significant milestone in the campaign by the
Friends of the Runanga Miners’ Hall to save the Hall for future generations.
The Friends continue to be supported in this campaign by the Labour History
Project. Category One status was granted on the grounds that the hall is
“significant in New Zealand’s history of the working classes, the organised
labour movement generally and the Labour Party in particular.” The Trust also
noted that few miners’ halls remain in New Zealand, although they were once
common.
The original hall was built in 1908 by the Runanga Miners Union. It played
a central role in the political and social life of Runanga, in union history of
the West Coast, in the development of the New Zealand Federation of Labor
(the Red Feds), and in the birth of the Labour Party. The original hall was burnt
nd
down by an arsonist on the 2 of January 1937, but the union immediately
began building a new hall on the same site, completing it before the end of
the year. Both the 1908 and 1937 halls were designed by the same man, mine
engineer George Millar. Both were adorned with the slogans ‘The World’s
Wealth for the World’s Workers’ and ‘United We Stand, Divided We Fall.’
The second hall can be seen as a historical continuation of the first, serving
the same purposes as a political and social centre for both the union and the
town. The early history of the hall is told in an article in the August 2012
(no. 55) issue of the LHP Newsletter.
Category One status means the hall is recognised as one of New Zealand’s
‘places of special or outstanding historical or cultural heritage significance
or value.’ It does not, however, guarantee the hall protection. It remains
‘red stickered’ as an earthquake hazard (despite the fact it is a wooden building).
It also remains in need of considerable repair work. The current owners,
the Grey District Council, do not want to spend money on the building’s
repairs. Until the building has an owner willing to repair it, this key symbol
of New Zealand’s labour history remains under threat.
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New Bert Roth Award in labour history - Mark Derby
I feel very fortunate to have known the late Bert Roth, the doyen of New Zealand
labour historians and a witty, wise and generous archivist-activist whose
immense collection of unique research materials continues to fuel further
work in this field.
Bert was born in Vienna in 1917. At age 19 he joined the Red Falcons, a socialist
youth organisation, and within a year was its national leader. The German
annexation of Austria in March 1938 threatened socialists and Jews, and Bert
was both. He fled his homeland and, using contacts of his mother’s, arrived
in Wellington in April 1940.
It must at first have been a strange and lonely experience for a young Communist
intellectual. Bert told me that soon after his arrival he looked down Lambton
Quay and spotted a blaze of red bunting and placards on the pavement. Thinking
he had found kindred spirits holding a demonstration, he hurried to join them
but discovered that the bold display was for a sale at Kirkcaldies’ department
store. However, through his mother’s contacts, Bert met Bill Sutch, a reliable
gatekeeper to Wellington’s progressive movements.
After Bert’s death in 1994, I was one of several people who combed through
his small Mt Eden flat looking for material to present at his Auckland memorial
service. The meticulously filed masses of papers included his SIS report, a
hilarious document which revealed that he been under surveillance almost
since his arrival in New Zealand, with no advantage to this country’s national
security. One officer reported, with evident alarm, that Bert had become a
founding member of Wellington’s Young People’s Club, and urged that the
young migrant should under no circumstances be permitted to increase his
influence within this left-wing organisation. Bert went on to become its national
secretary, and eventually a life member.
He held a series of labouring jobs for his first years in New Zealand and was
briefly a member of the Engineers Union. From 1944-46 he was in the Royal
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New Zealand Air Force as a meteorologist, stationed mostly on Norfolk Island.
He also completed a BA degree by correspondence through Victoria University.
Because of his nationality, he first had to go before a tribunal to determine his
fitness to join the Air Force. A judge asked him if he had ever been a communist.
In view of who was fighting whom at the time, Bert thought it would have been
more relevant to ask if he had ever been a Nazi.
After WW2 he entered library school. Around 1957 he also became a founding
member of the Socialist Forum, a Wellington discussion group formed by
Conrad Bollinger and other recent defectors from the Communist Party or,
as Con characteristically put it, for ‘little lost lambs of the left’. In 1962 Bert
and his wife Margot moved to Auckland where he became deputy librarian at
Auckland University, retaining this position until his retirement 20 years later.
They naturally joined the Auckland branch of the Socialist Forum and remained
members until it folded.
From the 1950s onward, Bert’s ground-breaking research into New Zealand’s
left-wing and labour traditions was a regular presence in progressive publications
such as Here & Now and the Monthly Review, and in union journals. With Rona
Bailey and Neil Colquhoun, he wrote one of the first collections of indigenous
folk music, Shanties by the way (1967).
In 1952 he wrote George Hogben - a biography for the NZ Council for Educational
Research. Margot says this choice of subject was because “George H. was my
grandfather and my father, Julius H., twisted his son-in-law’s arm.”
Later books included Trade unions in New Zealand past and present (1973),
a pictorial history of working people and their organisations written with
Janny Hammond and titled Toil and trouble (1981), and commissioned histories
of the Engineers Union (Advocate, educate, control), the PSA (Remedy for present
evils) the Post Office Union (Along the line), and the Auckland Waterside
Workers (Wharfie).
Bert’s writing was largely founded in his assiduous and ever-growing collection
of irreplaceable research documents and ephemera such as pamphlets, posters,
and notices for rallies. He wrote worldwide to aging former members of the
New Zealand IWW, thus preserving their early memories, and visited the
families of recently deceased unionists to save dusty papers from the incinerator.
The immense Roth collection of labour history material is now a jewel of the
Alexander Turnbull Library’s manuscripts collection, and I and many others
continue to draw upon it regularly.
Bert was also a patron of this organisation, under its original name of the Trade
Union History Project, from its formation in 1987.
In May this year I proposed to a committee meeting of the LHP that we should
create and fund a $500 annual award for the best contribution to the field of
NZ labour history in the past year, to be called the ‘Bert Roth Award for labour
history in Aotearoa/New Zealand’. The response was favourable, so I emailed
Margot Roth, Bert’s former wife and still a paid-up LHP member, to ask how
she felt about the idea.
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“I have checked with our son and daughter,” she replied, “who are both happy
with the proposal of a Bert Roth award. Bert would have been happy, too, I
know. He was very committed to the TUHP, as it was when it began, and also
to shedding more light on the history of his adopted country. On behalf of
Bert’s family, many thanks to you and the LHP committee for remembering
his contribution in this way.”
Entry for the Bert Roth Award for labour history in Aotearoa/New Zealand is
open to any citizen or legal resident of New Zealand, apart from serving LHP
committee members and their immediate families. Any contribution to the
field of labour history is eligible for the award—an event, a publication,
a film, an article or, conceivably, a sustained body of work over a long period.
Groups as well as individuals are eligible.
In the weeks before our next AGM in mid-2014, a subcommittee appointed by
the LHP committee will consider the list of nominees and select a winner. This
will be announced at the AGM, and the $500 cash prize and a printed certificate
will be delivered to the winner.
Anyone is encouraged to nominate suitable entrants for the Bert Roth award.
Nominations should be sent to the LHP chair – chair@lhp.org.nz, or to - LHP,
PO Box 27-425, Wellington 6001.
We look forward to adding this annual award to the range of activities carried
out by the LHP, and to recalling “the life, work and spirit of a socialist refugee
from Austria who, by seeking to understand his adopted country, helped many
New Zealanders gain an insight into their own society and culture.”1
1. This quote, and much of the other biographical information in this story, is taken from the entry
on Bert Roth in the Dictionary of New Zealand Biography, written by LHP committee member
David Grant.

May Day in Chicago
Palmerston North PSA organiser John Shennan and Meatworkers organizer
Roger Middlemass attended this year’s May Day rally in Chicago. A donation
from Unions Manawatu paid for a brass plaque from the New Zealand labour
movement. It is now attached to the memorial to the Haymarket Martyrs, who
were executed after a frame-up in 1886.
In his address to the May Day gathering, John said, “The trade union movement
in Aoteraroa-New Zealand salutes, here today, the sacrifices made by the
Haymarket Martyrs back so long ago, and we pledge our commitment to you,
the workers of America, to do our part to advance the cause of trade unionism.
We want to work with you to ensure a better life for all workers of the world
and to create fairer, more just societies for working families to live in, societies
where unions are strong and vigorous.”
John adds that, “There were about 800 trade union people at the rally (smaller
than normal because it was a working day) and we then marched to meet a
rally of approx. 5000 people, a high proportion of them Latinos, who were
protesting about the immigration laws and pressing for reform as promised
by President Obama. Afterwards there was a social at the Haymarket Pub with
a union choir belting out all the old standards.”
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The May Day commemoration was organized by the Illinois Labour History
Society. John says, “The ILHS are keen to develop an on-going relationship
with the NZ Labour History Project as they recognise the importance of Chicago
as the crucible of the international May Day movement. Their chairperson,
Larry Spivack, is the regional manager of AFSCME, the union that covers local
and state government workers.”
Mark Derby of the LHP executive committee has since been in touch with Larry
to discuss ongoing contact and mutual support.

People's History 2013—talks and events exploring the lives of
Wellington workers - Marie Russell
Plans are firming up for a series of talks and events in Wellington later in the
year. The wide-ranging programme, set for eight Tuesdays in October and
November, is expected to include presentations by Labour History Project
members Mark Derby, Peter Clayworth, Jared Davidson and Cybele Locke;
unionist Brenda Pilott, and local singers, the Song Snatchers. A re-enactment
of 1913 strike events is also planned, including verbal exchanges between
'strikers' and 'mounted specials'. It seems unlikely that the horses involved in
the re-enactment will be allowed into historic Post Office Square, so some of
this event may take place on the waterfront—the old wharves. The final event
in the series will be the launch of the 1913 history walk which has been
developed by LHP and supporters over recent months. In fact the walks will
be taking place on Sunday mornings throughout November but this official
launch on 19 November will involve some brief speeches and a formal launch,
followed by an evening guided walk.
The ‘People's History’ series is the result of a three-way collaboration between
the Labour History Project, the Museum of Wellington City & Sea and the
Alexander Turnbull Library. Events (except for the one involving horses!) will
be held at the Museum and Turnbull. For further information and to obtain a
programme, contact marie.russell@otago.ac.nz

Preserving posters from the Dan Long Library - Michael Brown
The JC Beaglehole Room at Victoria University of Wellington Library has
completed scanning preservation copies of posters from the Dan Long Poster
Collection, formerly held by the Public Service Association. The collection
contains over 400 posters from New Zealand and Australian trade unions,
work-related organisations, and other groups. We see this as a wonderful
historical resource for researchers and would like to make it more accessible
by putting digital copies of the posters (reduced to 600px high) within our
online finding aid.

PSA Journal now online - PSA communications adviser Noel O’Hare
I’m happy to report that the project to create a full-text archive of the PSA
Journal is now complete. Every issue, every page, is searchable and downloadable
as image or OCR text, from 1914 to the latest issue.
The PSA Journal is a unique record of the activities of the Public Service
Association spanning more than 100 years. The journals are also snapshots of
social history and track the development of trade unionism and political activism
over the years.
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The journals have been digitised to make the content available to members,
researchers and anyone with an interest in unionism and social
history: http://psa.outofprint.co.nz. In these pages you will find not only accounts
of public service issues through the tumultuous events of the 20th century but
also reports of office picnics and sports events, ads for ‘Lindsay's Public Service
Boots’, cartoons, a great recipe for ‘Heavenly Braised Vegetables’ and more.
This website allows you to browse the journals by decade, year, issue, or specific
page; search for keywords or people and read articles on particular topics; print,
download, and share extracts or articles.

Auckland Labour History Group
Our northern affiliate body the ALHG recently appeared on the verge of collapse
due to a lack of people prepared to take office. However, a special general
meeting on 3 May saw Tanya Bristow elected chair, Barry Lee treasurer and
Annie Newman secretary. We extend warm wishes to the revived ALHG and
look forward to working with them again.

Industrial Disputes on film
Victoria University’s Continuing Education Department is offering a course
entitled: Strike! Industrial Disputes on Film, beginning 19 September. Presented
by LHP committee member Russell Campbell, the course will run for six weeks,
each Thursday, 6.30-9.00pm.
Campbell writes, ‘The strike is the moment at which power relationships in
the workplace are thrown into stark relief. The dramatic confrontations that
ensue when workers, at great risk to their own welfare, defy the customary
regime of the employer have inspired several gripping films. You will study an
international selection of these films, both fictional and documentary, locating
the disputes they portray in their historical context and highlighting the trade
union and political issues involved.
Films featured are: Strike (Sergei Eisenstein, USSR, 1925) , centred on a factory
workers’ strike in Russia, c1912 ; Days of Hope Ep 4 (Ken Loach, UK, 1976)
which focuses on the UK General Strike of 1926; Made in Dagenham (Nigel
Cole, UK, 2010) looking at the women motor workers’ strike for equal pay in
1968; Coup pour coup (Marin Karmitz, France, 1972), centred on the machinists’
strike in France, c1972 plus Tout va bien (excerpt) (Jean-Luc Godard & JeanPierre Gorin, France, 1972) centred on the sausage factory workers’ strike,
France, c1972 ; American Dream (Barbara Kopple, USA, 1990) looking at the
meatpackers’ strike in Austin, Minnesota, USA, 1985-86; and finally, two NZ
films: Wildcat (Rod Prosser, Alister Barry, Russell Campbell, NZ, 1981), centred
on the timberworkers’ strike, Bay of Plenty, NZ, 1977 and Kinleith ’80 (Gerd
Pohlmann, Rod Prosser, Russell Campbell, NZ, 1982) which recorded the pulp
& paper mill workers’ strike in Tokoroa, NZ.
The cost for the course is $162.00 plus GST, with an earlybird discount available
prior to 5 September of $144.00.
Registrations online at http://cce.victoria.ac.nz/courses/146-strike-industrialdisputes-on-film, For further information phone 04 463 6556, or Email:
conted@vuw.ac.nz
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Spirit of ‘38
By Dean Parker
Earlier this year I read that the film-maker Ken Loach had just released a
documentary film called The Spirit of ’45. It was about the radical legislation
passed by the British Labour government in 1945 after the electorate, tired of
slump and war, voted Churchill and his Tories out of office. Loach’s purpose
was to expose the current British Labour Party by looking back to a time when
it saw itself as a party representing the interests of working people, rather than
being a party of the Blairite centre.
I thought that was a good idea and wondered if something similar could be
done here, given the miserable state of the current Labour Party. And of course
it can; the material is all there. When the new British Labour government of
1945 enacted its radical reforms it acknowledged that its welfare measures
were based on those passed in New Zealand six years before where “the most
comprehensive and advanced welfare state in the world” (The Working Class
and Welfare, Frances G Castles) had just been created.
At the time of the last election Wellington artist Bob Kerr did a series of
paintings exhibited under the collective title The Three Wise Men of Kurow. These
pictures were about the local headmaster, Presbyterian minister and doctor in
the town of Kurow, north Otago, in the late 1920s and early 1930s.
This was when the Waitaki dam was being built nearby with big hillside camps
to accommodate the growing workforce. The headmaster educated the workers’
kids, the minister looked after the workers’ spiritual needs, and in November
1928 a Waitaki Hydro Medical Association, established as a health insurance
scheme for the dam workers, employed a doctor as medical officer; he looked
after their illnesses and injuries.
Eventually the headmaster, minister and doctor got together and came up with
a plan for a national welfare state, based on the medical scheme operating at
the dam. The great slump of 1929 and successive years had been proving a
time of hardship and desperation for working people.
The doctor presented his plan to the Labour Party in 1934, which endorsed it
as Labour’s Social Security scheme. The following year, the doctor and the
minister stood as Labour Party candidates in the General Election and were
elected into Parliament in a Labour landslide.

THE CONVERSATIONS BY BOB KERR

Labour had won control of the treasury benches, but it was a country devastated
by economic depression. Nevertheless Labour was intent on financing welfare
reform. Over the next three years the Labour Party wrangled and fought over
the Social Security scheme—fighting among itself and fighting with Treasury
and the Tory Medical Association.
In 1938 Labour finally presented the electorate with draft legislation allowing
for superannuation as-of-right and free medical care. Labour delayed introduction
of the scheme and used it as a platform to fight the 1938 general election and
was re-elected with what still stands as the biggest mandate in NZ history.
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To administer the new welfare state, a four-storey Social Security Building
commenced construction in Aitken St, in Wellington in late 1938. Before it
could be opened it was burnt to the ground. Labour PM Michael Savage
announced nothing would stop the new Social Security Act delivering its charge.
A new building commenced construction in Aotea Quay. The building unions
agreed to work the site around-the-clock, two 10-hour shifts, 150 men per shift.
Seven weeks later, on 27 March 1939, Prime Minister Savage opened the new
building in the presence of thousands.
Five days later the Labour government passed legislation intended to end
poverty in New Zealand. Said the Minister of Finance, “There is more security
in the proposals contained in this Bill than in any proposals that have been set
out by any Government in any country up to the present. If it brings the benefits
I believe it will, then once more this country will be God’s Own Country.”
You can’t help but make comparisons between the old Labour Party and its
current incarnation.
“There is something fundamentally wrong in a land where wealth accumulates
and men decay and no one raises a finger,” said Labour in the 1930s. “The
current situation is a disgrace to a civilisation which regards itself as Christian.
Malnutrition in a primary producing country is nothing short of a national
scandal… What use is it talking about national wealth unless we can use it for
national purposes? … When will the people’s vision be strong enough and
developed enough to enable them to declare war on a system that binds them
to slavery and want amidst plenty? Surely there is a stopping place somewhere?”
Today’s Labour Party will defend itself as having to hold the centre in order to
gain and continue in office, which is to ignore those working people and
unemployed and under-employed and minimum-wagers who have given up
voting because Labour and National seem to share the same Sky City Casino
corporate box.
Now, if this sounds like advocacy of left reformism, it is. I’m aware of the
argument that the more there’s been a decline in the faith of some on the left
in ordinary people’s capacity to sort out their lives, the more the state has been
endowed with extraordinary qualities, virtues and powers. But the state can be
used. Reforms can be won from it. The reforms are limited but in the short
term they can help better people’s lives. When no more reforms can be wrested,
then obviously we’re in a situation that calls for other action.
No one’s arguing the state is neutral. The civil service, defence forces, police,
judiciary exist to maintain the rule of one class over another. But the state can
be forced to make concessions.
Dean Parker is an Auckland writer
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‘The Red Flag’ on gum leaves - two
interwar antifascist troublemakers
by Mark Derby

This remarkable photograph symbolizes a sizeable element of the interwar
Australasian left. It shows the young New Zealand activist Gerald Griffin (left)
with multilingual European journalist Egon Kisch in 1934. Kisch’s crutches
indicate that the photo was taken soon after one of the best-known incidents
in his colourful life.
Kisch became radicalised while serving in the German army in World War One.
In the 1920s he worked in Berlin as a freelance reporter and covert operative
for the Comintern. He traveled to and wrote books about Russia, central Asia
and China, and his fiercely anti-Nazi views led to his arrest the day after the
1933 Reichstag fire. He was banned from Germany but continued reporting
and speaking throughout Europe on the antifascist cause.
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In 1934 Kisch was invited to Australia to address an international Congress
Against War and Fascism. On arrival in Melbourne, he was told by customs
police that he was denied entry as an undesirable alien. With characteristic
decisiveness he jumped from the ship’s railing, fell five metres to the quay and
broke his leg. He was carried back on board but won widespread public support,
and when his ship reached Sydney a judge determined that he should be given
the chance to prove his suitability to enter Australia.
The immigration regulations allowed the authorities to impose a language test
on intending migrants. These regulations had been drawn up to enforce the
White Australia policy and were aimed at non-English-speaking Asians. However,
no particular language was specified for the test. Kisch was known to speak
good English and several other European languages, so he was tested for his
ability to speak Scottish Gaelic and, unsurprisingly, failed. He was charged
with illegal entry but released on bail, and proceeded to address the congress
as planned.
At this point, as the photo shows, his path crossed with Gerald Griffin, the
New Zealand secretary of the Movement Against War and Fascism, who had
also been invited to the Melbourne congress. Griffin came from a fervent Irish
nationalist family. During World War One his father David was president of
the Maoriland Irish Society whose publication, the Green Ray, praised the
leaders of Dublin’s Easter Rising, executed by a British firing squad, as “that
gallant band of heroes who gave their lives during Easter Week, 1916”. The
authors of this statement were given heavy prison sentences and Griffin later
appealed for support for their families in the weekly paper Truth, an action
judged to amount to sedition.
On arriving in Melbourne, Gerald Griffin was required to face the same
immigration test as Kisch, although in his case (presumably because his Irish
ancestry might have enabled him to pass a test in Gaelic), the language used
was Dutch. He was refused entry but promptly re-entered the country in disguise
(“which consisted of wearing a hat and a pair of spectacles”) and under a false
name. For the next three months he and Kisch spoke to a series of packed
public meetings one step ahead of the police.
The two men had an audience of 18,000 in the Sydney Domain, where Kisch
warned of the dangers of Hitler’s regime and described his concentration
camps. (The importance of such public statements in this period is made
apparent by their counterparts, such as the opinion expressed at a high-level
gathering two years later by Dr Guy Schofield, New Zealand’s parliamentary
librarian, that, “Hitler was undoubtedly a great man, whose character was above
reproach”.)1 Their tour ended with a candlelit procession through Melbourne,
led by an Aboriginal band playing ‘The Red Flag’ on gum leaves.
In a later press interview, Griffin said that support from the Australian trade
movement had been vital to securing his and Kisch’s release from custody:
Practically the whole of the trade union movement in Australia had
entered into a protest campaign. Committees were set up in the main
cities, and all the money required for carrying out the defence was
subscribed without any difficulty, mainly through the trade unions and
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the miners… There is no doubt that the resolutions from the trade
unions were a very great factor in securing the liberation of Kisch under
very favourable terms.2

THIS POSTCARD WAS SENT TO MAX WILKINSON BY REWI ALLEY IN 1937.
THE CATALAN TEXT CALLS FOR A GENERAL MOBILISATION AGAINST FASCISM

In 1937 Kisch travelled to Spain to report from the frontline of its civil war.
He later lived in Mexico with other European leftwing refugees, and in 1946
was finally able to return to his native Czechoslovakia.
Griffin became the first fulltime organiser for the NZ Public Service Association,
working from its Wellington office from 1945. He and his equally dedicated
brother Richard remained pillars of the Wellington left and undertook a number
of covert actions on behalf of locked-out watersiders in 1951.
It can be safely assumed that both men would have felt a keen disappointment
in the career of Richard’s son Dick Griffin, known as the ‘Silver Fox’ because
of his sleek appearance, a journalist and PR man who became closely associated
with the National Party.
Mark Derby is a Wellington writer, and former chair of the LHP
ENDNOTES
1. Evening Post, 2 May 1936, p. 25
2. Evening Post, 15 April 1935, p. 10
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E nga kaimahi o te Ao kato,
Whakakotahitia
By Aotearoa Workers Solidarity Movement

Exactly 100 years ago, in July 1913, the Industrial Workers of the World (IWW)
published an article in their monthly newspaper titled ‘Ki nga Kaimahi Maori’.
Percy Short, a painter from Johnsonville, started a series of articles in Te Reo
for the revolutionary organisation. The IWW—te Iuniana o nga Kaimahi o te
Ao—was founded in the US in 1905. Its famous preamble states that “the
working class and the employing class have nothing in common. There can be
no peace so long as hunger and want are found among millions of the working
people and the few, who make up the employing class, have all the good things
of life.”1 Millions of workers across the world joined this revolutionary
organisation that was opposed to dividing up workers by trades and instead
favoured the ‘one big union’ for all.
In Aotearoa, the first IWW branch was established in 1908 in Wellington. In
1913, things really heated up for the IWW with a nation-wide speaking tour
and the regular publication of the paper Industrial Unionist. With the start of
the ‘Great Strike’ in late October the paper was published almost every three
days keeping its four page format. Circulation reached 4,000 which was an
enormous achievement for a small organisation with limited funds and radical
ideas. 2
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The article by Short, while brief, shows a sincere desire to connect the struggles
on the waterfront and in the mines with the confiscation of land. It talks about
how ‘in the old days’—the time before colonisation—everything belonged to
everyone (na te iwi katoa nga mea katoa) and concludes:
E nga kaimahi o te Ao katoa, Whakakotahitia; kaore he mea e ngaro, ko
te Ao katoa e riro mai—Workers of the whole world, unite; you have
nothing to lose, you have the world to win.

Ki nga Kaimahi Maori
(To Maori Workingmen)
E hoa ma, E tuhituhi ana tenei reta ki nga mate, ara nga tangata e kiia ana nei he kaimahi.
Whakarongi mai! Tenei te huarahi tika mo tatau, mo te iwi rawakore, e
whakakotahi ai tatou kia rite ai o tatou kaha ki o te hunga e pehi iho nei ia
tatou.
E mohio ana tatou, ko nga mea papai katoa i te ao, he mea mahi na tatou ko
nga kaimahi. Na reira e kii nei te I.W.W. (Iuniana o nga Kaimahi o te Ao), e
tika ana kia riro i nga kaimahi aua mea papai. Engari, kei raro i te ahuatanga
o naianei e riro ana te nuinga o nga hua o te werawera i te hunga, e kiia nei
he rangatira; Aa, he wahi itiiti noa iho e riro ana i nga mokai nana nei i mahi.
He penei tonu te ahuatanga i nga whenua katoa i tenei ra.
Kati, i mua, ki te mahi tetahi tangata, ka puta te painga ki te iwi nui tonu: ko
te whakaaro o tetahi, te whakaaro o te katoa. Ko nga tangata o mua, ka mahi
tahi, ka kai tahi, ka ora tahi, ka mate tahi. Kua rereke taua tikanga inaianei. I
mua, na te iwi katoa nga mea katoa. Inaianei, kei nga rangatira anahe te oranga,
ara te whenua, nga maina, nga tima, nga mihini nunui, nga tereina me era atu
mea. Heoi ano te mea kei a tatou, he haere ki te pinono mahi ki nga tangata
nana nei aua mea. Ko te kaupapa o to tatou oranga kua tahaetia e te hunga
whaimoni. Kati, ma tatou ano e whakahoki mai ano te kaupapa o te oranga.
Me pehea tatou e rite ai to tatou turanga ki to te hunga e pehi iho nei i a tatou.
Koia tenei. Me huihui tatou ko te iwi rawakore e haere nei ki nga rangatira ki
te patai mahi atu, me te mea nei kei te mau mai te tiini a tana rangatira ki o
tatou kaki. Kei o tatou puku ke taua tiini e mau ana – te tiini o te hemokaitanga.
Ka kore he mahi, ka kore hoki he kai. Hei aha ma te rangatira to hemokaitanga.
No nga mokai ano tena mate.
Heoi, me uru koutou ki tenei Iuniana whawhai, ara, te I.W.W., e ki nei: “Me
aha to kara me to karakia. Kia piri! Kia kotahi te whakaaro! Kia manawanui!
Kia maia!”
“E nga kaimahi o te Ao katoa, Whakakotahitia; kaore he mea e ngaro, ko te Ao
katoa e riro mai.”
Na te Komiti o te pepa nei.
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To Maori workers
Friends,
This letter is written to the ones who are suffering, the people
we call the workers.
Listen! This is the correct path for us, the poor who have no possessions.
We unite to gather our strength against the people who are suppressing us.
We know that all the precious things in the world were made by us workers.
Therefore the I.W.W. (the union of the workers of the world) says it is correct
that the workers want to obtain all that is precious. However, under the current
mechanisms, most goods produced with the sweat of the people are owned by
what we call the bosses. Only a small portion is given to the slaves who do all
the work. This is how it is in all countries of the world.
In the old days, the work of one person went towards the well-being of everyone,
of the whole tribe. The thoughts of one were the thoughts of everyone. The old
people worked and ate together. They struggled together. They lived and died
together. However, the tikanga—the custom—has changed completely. In the
old days, everything belonged to everyone. Now all the wealth belongs to the
bosses: the land, the mines, the ships, the big machines, the trains and a lot
more. All we can do is go to the people who control our belongings and beg
for work. Our wealth is being stolen by the money-chasers—the capitalists.
It is through us that our wealth will come back to us.
How can we prepare our stand against those who oppress us? This is how.
We, the poor, who have to go to the bosses and ask for work, should meet and
say we are chained around our necks by the bosses. A chain is tightened around
our tummies – the chain of starvation. If there is no work, there is also no
food. The bosses don’t care that you are starving. This struggle only affects
their slaves.
Come join this fighting union called the I.W.W. We say: “What does it read on
your banner and what is your chant? Let’s stick together! Let’s unite our thoughts!
Be resolute! Be brave!”
“Workers of the whole world, unite; you have nothing to lose, you have the
world to win.”
FURTHER READING
Jared Davidson, Sewing Freedom: Philip Josephs, Transnationalism & Early New Zealand Anarchism,
AK Press, 2013, www.sewingfreedom.org
Peter Steiner, Industrial Unionism – The History of the the I.W.W. in New Zealand, Rebel Press, 2007,
read online here: http://www.rebelpress.org.nz/files/industrialunionism.pdf
Mark Derby, ‘Marx in Maori – Percy Short’, Labour History Project Newsletter 54, April 2012

ENDNOTES
1. IWW preamble: http://www.iww.org/culture/official/preamble.shtml
2. Peter Steiner, Industrial Unionism
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The By-elections of 1913
By Jim McAloon

MASSEY IN THE MUD - THE ANTI-UNION PM KNOWN AS "FARMER BILL" MASSEY IS SHOWN TUMBLED
IN A POTHOLE BY THE RESULT OF THE FIRST BALLOT IN THE LYTTELTON BY-ELECTION, IN THIS
MAORILAND WORKER CARTOON FROM 17 DECEMBER 1913, p. 5. AT HIS SIDE LIE THE LONG BATON
AND REVOLVER RECENTLY WIELDED IN THE 1913 STRIKE BY "MASSEY'S COSSACKS", THE NOTORIOUSLY
VIOLENT MOUNTED VOLUNTEER POLICE FORCE NAMED FOR THE THEN-PRIME MINISTER

The year 1913 was of enormous significance for the labour movement in
New Zealand. Public servants formed the New Zealand Public Service
Association, and its centenary is being noted in various ways. The Great Strike,
from October to December, was one of the most notable industrial confrontations
in this country’s history, and its centenary is also being noted in various ways
(its 90th anniversary was the subject of a seminar and subsequent book,
Revolution, edited by Melanie Nolan). And, as Auckland LHP member Gerry
Hill has reminded us, the labour movement’s political wing achieved a notable
victory in July 1913 when the young miner Paddy Webb won the Grey byelection for the newly formed Social Democratic Party (SDP). In December of
that year, James McCombs won the Lyttelton by-election for the SDP. Both
seats had historically been held by Liberals, and the SDP victories foreshadowed
Labour’s displacement of the Liberals as the dominant progressive party in
New Zealand. The by-elections also demonstrated the increasing willingness
of working-class voters to support a radical socialist party.
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Since 1908 many ‘unskilled’ workers’ unions had rejected the Industrial
Conciliation and Arbitration Act machinery, believing that arbitration constrained
workers and denied them the progress which mass unions and direct action
would achieve. These unionists, mostly affiliated to the ‘Red’ Federation of
Labour, described arbitration as Labour’s leg-iron, believing that the trade-off
of no strikes during the life of a registered agreement was unacceptable, and
that the emphasis on a judicial process demobilised mass organisation, turning
unions into tame bureaucratic committees. This new industrial unionism
achieved some notable successes in direct bargaining before 1912.
While a significant number of working-class voters, and some unions, continued
to support the Liberal Party, many skilled workers were espousing socialist
politics as well, perceiving that the arbitration system and the Liberal government
were no longer nearly so responsive as they had once been. Radical skilled
unionists, however, generally supported reformed arbitration, believing that
for many unions direct action was not practical. The skilled radicals tended to
argue that given New Zealand’s political democracy, it was better to build a
labour party and work for a parliamentary majority which could then enact
radical legislation. Thus a short-lived (first) New Zealand Labour Party, formed
in 1910, was renamed the United Labour Party in 1912. For their part the Red
Feds tended to treat parliamentary politics with a certain contempt, although
many of them affiliated with the New Zealand Socialist Party, viewing elections
as occasions for useful propaganda.
The long and brutal conflict at Waihi during 1912 began when the Waihi miners’
union, a Red Fed body, objected to a small arbitration union being established
for engine-drivers. The miners saw this as an employers’ tool, and struck
to support their demand that it be disbanded. The 1911 general election had
been inconclusive, and in July 1912 William Massey defeated the Liberals
in a confidence motion and formed a conservative Reform government.
Under the new regime, policing at Waihi became markedly more aggressive
and the resources of the state were deployed to assist the employers and
their strikebreakers.
Waihi highlighted many of the divisions within the labour movement. Some
leading figures in the skilled unions and the United Labour Party openly and
frequently criticised the Waihi miners’ union for its uncompromising stance.
When Frederick Evans was killed on Black Tuesday, and the strikers were run
out of town by armed police and mobs, however, a wave of shock swept through
all factions in the labour movement. Two weeks after Black Tuesday, the Red
Federation invited all labour organisations of whatever persuasion to a unity
conference in January 1913. The success of the conference surprised many;
there was an overwhelming feeling for unity and a draft plan was adopted that
turned the Red Federation into the United Federation of Labour and merged
the United Labour Party and the Socialist Party into a Social Democratic Party.
The United Federation of Labour objective was ‘to organise systematically upon
an industrial union basis, in order to assist the overthrow of the capitalist
system, and thus bring about a Co-operative Commonwealth, based upon
industrial democracy’. The Social Democratic Party advocated ‘the socialisation
of the collectively-used means of production, distribution and exchange’.
In July a reconvened and much larger Unity Congress, with 391 delegates
representing 247 industrial and political organisations and 60,000 workers,
confirmed the plan.
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In June 1913 the Liberal MP for Grey, Arthur Guinness, died. Guinness, a
lawyer, had been in parliament since 1884, enjoyed good relations with the
miners and had represented the Blackball union in the court case that followed
the famous 1908 strike. The labour movement, however, was increasingly
determined on representing itself in parliament. Paddy Webb was a logical
choice as SDP candidate. Victorian by birth, he had emigrated to New Zealand
in 1905 and began work in the West Coast mines in 1906. A colourful, extroverted
man and one of the key figures in the Blackball strike, Webb had become a
leader in the Miners’ Federation and president of the Red Federation. Webb
and the SDP campaigned on a radical platform of the collective ownership of
land, mines and industry, and the repeal of conscription.

PADDY WEB

Parliamentary elections between 1908 and 1913 included two ballots; in any
electorate where a candidate did not receive an absolute majority on the first
ballot a run-off between the two highest-polling candidates took place. In the
Grey by-election the first ballot, on 17 July, was very evenly divided, the Reform
candidate taking 2160 votes, Paddy Webb 2074 and the Liberal 1982. Webb
naturally led in the mining booths but the Liberal and Reform candidates
achieved big tallies in the larger towns, Greymouth, Cobden and Reefton. All
would depend on how the Liberals swung in the second ballot. Reform party
campaigners accused Webb of irreligion, of fostering mob rule, and threatening
economic ruin. Webb easily won the second ballot, on 24 July, by 3433 to 2763.
The Liberals had split two to one for the Social Democrats and their own
candidate, Michael Hannan, publicly supported Webb (historian Barry Gustafson
suggests that Hannan, a Catholic, did so partly because the Reform campaign
indulged in sectarian attacks).
Two months later the Great Strike broke out, with the state and employers’
organisations effectively combining to destroy the new United Federation before
it established itself. Tens of thousands of workers, including those at most
major ports and in the mines, were out between October and December;
hundreds of baton-wielding special constables, known for ever after as Massey’s
Cossacks, rampaged up and down the streets of Auckland and Wellington.
Machine guns and armed troops appeared on the waterfront

25

BULLETIN 58 | AUGUST 2013

In the middle of the strike, on 19 November, another Liberal MP died suddenly
George Laurenson, a ship’s chandler by trade, had represented Lyttelton since
1899. Always on the left of the Liberal Party, no labour candidate had ever stood
against him and a thousand striking watersiders marched behind their band
in his funeral procession in Wellington. Inevitably, the Lyttelton by-election
was something of a referendum on the government’s conduct in the strike.
The Maoriland Worker (3 December 1913) was in no doubt that it was necessary
to send a message to a ‘Government in a democratic country that resorts to
armed brutality at the behest of the organised monopolists of the Dominion’.

JAMES McCOMBS

The SDP chose James McCombs as the candidate for Lyttelton. This was a very
interesting choice; unlike Webb, McCombs had not been associated with the
Red Federation nor indeed was he a manual worker. Born in Leitrim, Ireland,
in 1873 and brought to New Zealand as a child, he had considered ordination
into the Anglican ministry, worked in retailing occupations, and been associated
with a drapers’ assistants’ union. Always a left-wing Liberal, he had been a
founder of the Woolston branch of the SDP in 1913 and, therefore, was an
ideal candidate if the party wished to draw disillusioned Liberals. In the first
ballot on 9 December, McCombs headed the poll, with 2075 votes to 1560 for
the Reform candidate, 922 for the official Liberal candidate and 360 votes
divided between two other Liberals. McCombs led in all but the farming districts
of Banks Peninsula and the electorate’s prosperous suburban enclaves. In the
second ballot, a week later, McCombs won more narrowly than Webb had,
by 2628 to 2402. Arguably McCombs had picked up more Liberals on the first
ballot than Webb did, but the two by-elections were a great boost to social
democratic morale.
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Paddy Webb and James McCombs would go on to have significant parliamentary
careers. Webb’s was the more tragic. Although not an outright opponent of the
First World War, he strenuously opposed conscription for overseas service,
arguing that it was an unacceptable denial of liberty. He was jailed for three
months for a speech expressing these views in 1917, and was then served with
conscription papers. He refused to go to war and was court-martialled and
imprisoned for two years. Perhaps worse, like a number of other labour
movement luminaries, he was deprived of his civil rights for ten years and did
not return to parliament until 1933. He represented Buller from 1933 until
1946, and his old friend Michael Joseph Savage appointed him Minister of
Mines. He was also Minister of Labour from 1938, and was a dogged advocate
for miners in Cabinet. He had the satisfaction of seeing the mines nationalised
in 1947.
McCombs represented Lyttelton until he died in 1933. He was perhaps one
of the more economically astute in Labour’s caucus, and a persistent advocate
of proportional representation (a commitment which the wider parliamentary
labour movement gradually forgot) and, more fatefully, of the prohibition
of alcohol. Indeed, he resigned from the caucus during 1917 because the
Labour Party, as the SDP had become, refused to adopt his views in this matter.
Arguably this diminished his influence, although he lost the party leadership
only on the toss of a coin to Harry Holland in 1919. By the early 1930s,
as the Depression worsened, McCombs was an effective exponent of Labour’s
developing Keynesianism; indeed, he quoted the great economist at some
length in at least one speech. When McCombs died, he was succeeded by his
widow Elizabeth, who was the first woman to sit in New Zealand’s parliament.
All too soon she died too, and their son Terry held the seat from 1935 until his
defeat in the snap election called by Sid Holland in the wake of the waterfront
lockout in 1951.
In the charged political circumstances of 1913, the Grey and Lyttelton byelections foreshadowed the way in which labour’s political wing would have
to develop: not only securing working-class votes but also the votes of former
Liberals. The Maoriland Worker (24 December 1913) was in no doubt where
Liberals’ duty lay:
Radicals, to be progressive, must throw in their lot with the party which
will remove the cause of economic injustice by making [monopolies]
the common property of all the community, abolish the system of
extracting profit, rent and interest from the workers, and by this means
give a real material basis to a democratic people.
Jim McAloon teaches history at Victoria University, and chairs the
Labour History Project
NOTES
Webb and McCombs are both dealt with in the Dictionary of New Zealand Biography and the byelections are discussed by Barry Gustafson in Labour’s Path to Political Independence. This article has
also drawn on the Maoriland Worker for June, July and December 1913, and on various volumes of
New Zealand Parliamentary Debates. Webb’s maiden speech is in volume 163 (1913) p. 687 onwards;
McCombs’s is in volume 168 (1914) p. 466 onwards and both are of interest. McCombs spoke on
the Depression in volume 231 (1932) p. 340 onwards.

27

BULLETIN 58 | AUGUST 2013

Red Wilkinson, founding
communist
By Max Wilkinson, as told to Mark Derby

RED WILKINSON PLAYING CHESS IN HIS SICKROOM. WILKINSON COLLECTION

My father, George ‘Red’ Wilkinson, was a real working class intellectual.
He painted landscapes and wrote poetry, short stories and journalism.
He was always writing. He wrote a short story about the formation of the
Communist Party but I don’t know what happened to that.
He was born in England at the end of the 19th century. His father encouraged
him to leave the country to avoid conscription for World War One, so at the
age of 17 he went to the US. He worked on the railways in New York as a
ganger, and became a member of the IWW (the Industrial Workers of the
World). His great friend at the time was Max Granich—I’m named after him.
Max had a brother, a well-known writer who went by the name of Mike Gold.
Note: Max (Manny) Granich (1896-1987) joined the IWW in 1917. He joined the
Communist Party in the late 1920s and he and his wife Grace travelled to China
after its revolution. Upon their return, Max worked as managing editor of the
magazine China Today. The Graniches later distanced themselves from the CP
and in 1946 founded a leftwing summer camp for children. In the 1970s Max
Granich was active in the Chinese-American Friendship Association and led tours
of Communist China.
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Max’s brother Itzok Granich (1893-1967) was a radical journalist, playwright an
poet. In 1916 he became a member of the IWW and spent some time living in
anarchist communes in the Boston area. He joined the Communist Party in 1922
and edited its magazines Liberator and New Masses. Under the pen-name Mike
Gold, he chronicled the Great Depression and the plight of immigrant workers.
He is best known for the fictionalised autobiography Jews Without Money (1930).
In about 1920 my father worked his passage on a ship to New Zealand and
when he got here he jumped ship, as many did.
He was one of the founders of the New Zealand Communist Party and in
1921, just a few months after the party was formed, he and two other members
were convicted of selling ‘seditious literature’ at the Communist Hall in
Wellington’s Manners St. The prosecutor described my father, who was working
on the wharves at the time, as “one of the most energetic of the Communists.
He never missed a meeting. On days when stopwork meetings were held
on the wharf, defendant made himself very busy and sold a lot of
revolutionary literature.”1
My father was given two months in jail, and another wharfie named Bill Blair
was fined £25, or two months’ jail if he didn’t pay the fine, which of course,
he couldn’t do. The third defendant was a young woman university graduate,
Hedwig Weitzel, who was fined £10 for selling an Australian paper, The
Communist, to a policeman posing as a CP member. My father later wrote that
the judge:
hesitated to imprison her, in the face of the big crowd at the back of
the Court. And in the street outside she received an ovation when she
appeared. Someone took up a hat and passed it around the crowd.
Watersiders and seamen, schoolteachers and students put their hands
deeply into their pockets, spontaneously, willingly. The fine was paid
into Court, without difficulty, in shillings and half-crowns. All seemed
to realise that the blow at her was a blow at themselves, at the right of
free speech and the right to read those publications that will help the
working class to freedom.2
The following year Red gave regular public talks at the Communist Hall on
subjects like ‘Direct Action’. He was chairing a meeting at the hall when Alex
Galbraith spoke on ‘The Downfall of Capitalism’, which resulted in another
criminal charge for inciting violence.
I was born a few years later. At that time we lived in Nigges Ave, that tiny little
cul de sac off Vivian Street, straight opposite Trades Hall. Our neighbour was
FP Walsh. I never got to know my father well because he contracted TB when
I was four, and he spent the next ten years, until he died, in the chest hospital
at the end of Coromandel Street in Newtown. There was no cure for TB in
those days. I was always kept in a separate room on the occasions when dad
was allowed to come and visit us.
My mother worked as a cook. She had a job in a delicatessen but once the
Depression came she was fired and then we had to survive on charity. The
Unemployment Assistance Board was run through the hospital at that time.
They paid our rent and gave us a five-shilling grocery voucher each week.
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My mother never had any money. She would give this voucher to the grocer
and he would issue her supplies. Half a pound of butter. Two ounces of tea.
Two loaves of bread—things like that.
We lived in Johnsonville and she used to walk down the dark, winding road to
get to visit dad in hospital, hoping to pick up a lift on the way. Life was so cruel
in those days. She died in 1937 and when people asked me what my mother
died of, I always say “she died of poverty”.
My dad died two years later. I left school the next year, aged 15. My biggest
influences were novels I'd read, like The Iron Heel by Jack London, and books
by Upton Sinclair. Tremendous stuff, I thought. I worked on a dairy farm for
a couple of years, then hung out avoiding the war. It wasn’t my war at first.
Then, when Moscow was threatened, it suddenly became very much my war.
I volunteered and spent three years with the air force.
By 1948 I was back working on one of the Riddiford family farms, Lagoon Hill,
outside Martinborough. A Communist Party member, Adam Laird, got in touch
to say that CORSO was advertising for someone to go and look after New
Zealand sheep in China. Some New Zealand farmers had donated a flock of
Corriedale sheep to Rewi Alley’s training school at Shandan. They’d been
airfreighted over there, but Shandan was on the edge of the Gobi Desert, a very
harsh environment, and a lot of the poor bastards died. They didn’t manage to
produce any lambs. So CORSO sent out an SOS for someone to go over and
look after them. Rewi Alley had known my father, so I was the one he wanted.
At first I was stuck in Shanghai for some months. Then I spent two weeks
travelling in a little boat up the Yangtze River, and another 28 days by truck.
When I first saw Shandan, I thought it was an absolute crude little country
town. It was one of the oases on the Silk Road—a walled village. Rewi had
chosen it for his school because it was well out of the way of the Kuaomintang.
Anyway, I managed to increase the flock, and then Liberation came. CORSO
carried me for a while, but then a new government policy came in and the
sheep were shipped to an artificial insemination centre out in a Tibetan
autonomous zone. I chose to go and work on a dairy farm in Lanchow, the
provincial capital, and I spent two years there.

MAX WILKINSON IN LANCHOW, 1952, WITH ONE OF HIS CHARGES

30

BULLETIN 58 | AUGUST 2013

In 1955 I came home—I wanted to be part of the revolution. How fucking
naive could one be? I joined the Communist Party and they gave me the alias
‘China’. Looking back it was ridiculous—the self-importance, the pointless
paranoia.
I met Aileen Finucane and we lived together for 50 years (until her death).
She had been raised a good Irish Catholic but when the Spanish Civil War
broke out, she couldn’t stomach the Catholic influence over there and she
became an atheist overnight. She was very active in the anti-conscription
campaign around 1948.
In 1956 Aileen was an instigator of the Peace Council, whose main object
was to prevent the (atomic) Bomb being used in Korea. We had a copy of a
very good film, ‘Children of Hiroshima’, and we used to take that all around
the district and give screenings in places like churches. Aileen was very good
at working with people, and she knew that we had to get the churches involved.
There were some very progressive ministers like Alan Brash (father of
Don Brash).
I had no thought but to be a worker, so I drove a truck for a couple of years.
Then Aileen persuaded me to take a pressure-cooker teacher training course.
I spent about ten years teaching, mainly at Hataitai School. I enjoyed it, but I
made the mistake of a transferring to Te Aro School, since it had an extremely
good headmaster. He left after a term, and his replacement made life sheer
hell for everyone. I left before I had a breakdown.
I’d left the Communist Party by then. (Party leader) Ray Nunes and I had a
big fight about the Suez adventure (1956), because he wanted to make a big
noise about condemning that, but not to mention what the Soviet Union was
doing in Hungary at the same time. I wasn’t having any of that. I couldn’t take
it any longer.
Most of the Wellington branch left around that time and some of us formed
the Socialist Forum, which met week after week for years in this house. It was
a very sociable forum. Each family took turns to supply the meal.
A few years after I stopped teaching I got a job at Trade and Industry as a price
inspector, and I stayed there until I retired. Jack Lewin was in charge at that
time. I belonged to the PSA, of course, but it was an odd union. In ten years
I never saw an organiser come around to our branch, and the delegate elections
were a farce. It was common knowledge that you had to belong to either Catholic
Action or the Masons to get elected.
My generation was lucky, in economic terms. Aileen and I were both frugal.
We saved like mad for when we retired—we lived a fairly quiet life. So I’ve
ended up with enough for my own needs.
In 1958 Max and Aileen bought a small cottage at the end of Glenbervie Terrace,
Thorndon. Max continues to live there independently at the age of 88. The totara
seeding he planted when he and Aileen moved in is now over 30 metres tall.
ENDNOTES
1. Evening Post, 19 August 1921, p. 8
2. ‘Two peeps at the past’ Working Woman, March 1936 p. 123
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White-collar Radical
White-collar Radical: Dan Long and the rise of the white-collar unions by Mark
Derby, Craig Potton Publishing, ISBN 978-1-8775127-17-4, rrp $40, available from
all good bookstores or via the PSA.
Reviewed by Margaret McLauchlan. Reprinted by permission from Public Sector
– Journal of the Institute of Public Administration New Zealand, vol. 36:2,
July 2013
The sixties—a time of ferment in New Zealand and throughout the world—
also saw the rise of unions. From 1960 until his sudden death in office in 1976,
Dan Long was the most visible face of the Public Service Association (PSA),
New Zealand’s largest union. Dan presided over the rise of white-collar unions,
where unions were formerly the preserve of blue-collar workers. Historian
Mark Derby was commissioned to research and write a newly published book
about Dan Long, called White-collar Radical.
“Initially I thought, what can be so exciting about a man who put on a brown
raincoat every morning and caught the train in from Upper Hutt to Wellington
to work for the PSA. But I discovered there was much more to the story of Dan
Long than I first thought,” Mark says.
Mark’s research found that Dan’s background and political attitudes made him
a very unusual leader of this traditionally conservative organisation. As its
General Secretary for 16 years, he led the PSA during its transformation from
a gentlemanly professional body into a large, well-resourced and highly effective
trade union representing every level of public employee. Dan was also directly
instrumental in broadening the range of PSA activities beyond immediate
issues of pay and working conditions into the much wider fields of human
rights, internationalism and the social revolution of the late 1960s and 70s.
Dan grew up at the isolated, railway community of Cross Creek, Wairarapa; the
son of a railway guard, a unionist and an Irish Catholic. He and his two brothers
refused military service and consequently were sent to detention camps during
World War II. From aged 19, Dan spent four years ‘behind the wire’. This was
a fascinating, formative experience, which exposed him to people of other
beliefs (or of none). He participated in heated discussions about a desired postwar society, pursued an education, listened to music performances and did
physical training.
After the war he worked as a labourer for a gas company for two years; then
joined the Ministry of Works, also gaining a law degree. This was at a time of
large infrastructure works, like hydro schemes, airports and ‘homes for heroes’.
Since 1935 the public service was a growing body with the prevailing ethic
being that of state socialism – government organisations undertook the big
infrastructure projects.
He joined the Public Service Association (PSA) as a member, then was elected
a site delegate and by 1958 became the President of the PSA. He was a champion
of equal pay—this at a time when women doing the same jobs as men officially
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got paid less. The same year equal pay for the public service was enacted, he
married fellow PSA delegate Margaret Brand, nicknamed ‘firebrand’ because
of her lively personality.
“She’s still alive today, and despite her modesty, was my main source for the
book. She and Dan were a team throughout their lives,” Mark says.
In 1960, Dan became the General Secretary of the PSA. Dan represented a very
disparate organisation—from senior departmental heads, to night cleaners,
lighthouse-keepers and government deer cullers. The majority of government
employees belonged to the PSA and there was a big span of political views.
His considerable achievement was to keep the various factions together.
Helen Kelly, President of the Council of Trade Unions, is quoted in White-collar
Radical stating Dan’s contribution was significant. He was intelligent, capable
and fair-minded, regarded as an equal by Government Ministers and CEOs.
“You had to be at the top of your game to be sitting across the negotiating table
from Dan.”
He was an internationalist—he believed New Zealand should play a bigger role
overseas. He was involved with other public sector unions and challenged them
to consider the third world and the Asia-Pacific region.
Mark says, “He was better travelled than the Prime Minister. He gave the PSA
a voice beyond New Zealand.”
During his watch, the PSA’s objectives were redrafted: "to promote and protect
the economic, social, industrial and educational interests of its members
including their civil rights". He involved the PSA and its members into various
causes, including revival of the Maori language, Ban the Bomb, anti-Vietnam
War and debates about New Zealand’s role in international affairs, how we
were treating our Pacific neighbours and support for the establishment of the
Consumer Institute.
He believed in a degree of public ownership and the role the PSA had to play
in a democratic society. He helped implement or consolidate many of the
advances within government including induction processes and glide-time
(flexible hours).
When Dan Long died of a heart-attack in 1976, New Zealand also lost other
significant players like Bill Sutch (economist, writer, public servant and diplomat)
and Norm Kirk (Labour Prime Minister 1972-74). “We lost a generation of men
that could have made a considerable difference to society,” Mark says.
When asked about Dan Long’s legacy, Mark acknowledges the public service
and New Zealand is a completely different place to what it was in the 70s;
and many of the political premises he worked for have since been discarded.
“But I would say to young people, ‘learn from the earlier generations’.
It’s important to stand up for things you believe in and against injustices.
Some of the battles need to be re-fought.”
Dan Long thought it was reasonable for the PSA to be concerned beyond
immediate issues of pay and working conditions. “He believed it was a legitimate
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function of a trade union to go beyond the immediate needs of its members
and to consider the issues of how could society be improved.”
Mark thinks public servants and the organisations that represent them still
have a role to play in considering issues beyond their immediate needs and
can act as a force for good in society.

Revolting!
Revolting! the sound of protest in Aotearoa. Turnbull Gallery, Level 1, National
Library Building, Wellington. 13 May—6 July 2013. Reviewed by Michael Brown

Music has probably been a medium of protest ever since there have been things
to protest about. ‘Especially,’ as Les Cleveland points out, ‘for those who are
relatively powerless to alter the nature of the times or to change the course of
events.’1
In New Zealand, writers have identified a protest element in various strands
of local music culture, including the songs of shore-whalers and watersiders,
suffragists and anti-conscriptionists, in agitprop theatre productions,
contemporary kapa haka, and certain genres of popular music. Yet few have
addressed this theme in any general way. Revolting! the sound of protest in
Aotearoa, an exhibition at the National Library’s new Turnbull Gallery, is
therefore a welcome look at our protest music past.
Rather than covering the entire gamut of possibilities, Revolting! concentrates
on the New Zealand ‘protest song’ from the 1960s onwards. This decade is
taken as a starting point for several reasons. As curator Matt Steindl, music
research librarian at the National Library, explains:
Before the rise and proliferation of the singer/songwriter in the 1960s,
the majority of songs associated with popular protest tended to be
international in origin, often with issue-specific lyrics set to well-known
melodies. The 1960s saw a tremendous shift, originating in the US,
in the way society voiced its opposition. Suddenly, rallies, marches
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and mass sit-ins became commonplace, and musicians felt free to
create songs of resistance. The ripples were felt down under, and
New Zealanders began to take to the streets. It wasn’t until the late
1970s, however, that a number of factors coalesced to truly kick-start
Aotearoa’s protest music scene.2
Although this scarcely suffices as a general narrative of New Zealand protest
music (see more below), it describes the recent upsurge of interest in the
popular music field reasonably well. The 1970s certainly saw an increased
availability of recording technology with which to disseminate protest songs.
With its plethora of record covers, cassettes, CDs and music videos, and emphasis
on popular genres like reggae, punk and folk, Revolting! supplies ample evidence
of this trend.
A succession of high profile political causes also helped invigorate protest
songwriting in these decades. Revolting! is structured around five of these:
‘French nuclear testing in the Pacific’, ‘Tino Rangatiratanga’, the ‘Springbok
Tour’, ‘War’ (covering songs opposing the Vietnam War and general anti-war
items), and ‘Parihaka’ (music inspired by the Taranaki Maori community which
government troops invaded in 1881).
In each case, text panels give background information, while photographs and
posters evoke particular incidents and concerts, and listening-stations supply
songs. The thirty or so available tracks include many iconic items, such as
‘French letter’ (Herbs), ‘Maranga ake ai’ (Aotearoa) and ‘1981!’ (Riot 111), as
well as lesser-known pieces, like songwriter Willow Macky’s home demo of
‘Better than war’ and poet Alan Brunton’s ‘Viet vet blues’. A handful of classical
music works are another intriguing touch. Additional displays hint at other
song-inspiring causes, including opposition to hydroelectric development and,
more recently, internet copyright legislation and ‘fracking’ for natural gas.
Curiously, the songs of the labour movement are nowhere to be found
(despite ‘union songs’ being mentioned in the advance publicity).
Revolting! diagnoses New Zealand protest music to be in good health, an
assessment that makes for a heartening contrast with recent international
studies, such as Dorian Lynskey’s 33 Revolutions Per Second (2011).3
Noting that mass protest songs have often struggled to reconcile political
authenticity with audience and commercial expectations, Lynskey argues that
post-9/11 neo-conservatism and the fragmented state of the music industry
have eroded the genre’s viability in UK and US mass markets. Perhaps New
Zealand’s small population—meaning that local musicians can more easily
gain national exposure—and the importance of protest in our political culture
have helped nourish the genre here. To my mind, Revolting!’s most notable
contribution is to highlight the enduring role of protest themes in New Zealand
popular music.
Revolting! has shortcomings, though, not least the tongue-in-cheek title. While
some of the punk groups might appreciate the pun, does “revolting” really befit
the committed efforts of the activists and musicians involved? Moreover, several
important categories of post-1960s protest song are overlooked, including those
associated with trade unions and the women’s liberation movement.
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The rather limited notion of protest music which informs the exhibition—as
revealed, for example, by the text’s apologetic references to the ‘international’
repertoire and ‘issue-specific lyrics set to well-known melodies’ of the pre-1960s
period—is also unfortunate. From temperance through to nuclear disarmament
and beyond, New Zealand protest movements have had transnational
connections, with songs from overseas playing a natural part in the local scene.
Similarly, the setting of topical words to borrowed tunes has been an age-old
strategy whenever material needs to be quickly generated or the participation
of large numbers of people is required. It is, for example, the basis of the
songs/chants heard at rallies and marches—a very common type of protest
music the exhibition scarcely mentions. These are legitimate and in their own
ways fascinating aspects of ‘the sound of protest in Aotearoa’. Revolting! may
offer some insights into recent developments in this field, but a broader, richer
story remains to be told.
Michael Brown is a Wellington-based music historian and Labour History Project
committee member.
ENDNOTES
1. Les Cleveland, ed., The great New Zealand songbook (Auckland: Godwit, 1991), p. 99
2. Text quoted from exhibition wall display.
3. Dorian Lynskey, 33 revolutions per minute: a history of protest songs, from
Billie Holiday to Green Day (New York: Ecco, 2011).

The Chain
The Chain by James Robb, Steele Roberts 2012, ISBN 978-1-877577-95-6.
Reviewed by Toby Boraman
The Chain is an excellent novel that deserves to be widely read. It is about a
strike at a Hastings freezing works in the early 1980s. It is James Robb’s first
novel, and it is based on his experiences working in a Hastings freezing works
which had a largely Maori workforce. He vividly captures work on the chain—
not just all the blood, guts and pressure of working on the constantly moving
chain, but also the banter, friendship, teasing, sexism, officious foremen,
stealing of meat, games (such as gland flicking and water fights) and illegal
boil ups of kidneys in the steriliser.
The novel is full of well-portrayed characters, including larrikins and rastafarians.
It is based around the characters of Frank, a Pakeha radical from Wellington
who moves to Hastings to try and bolster a perceived weak union (the union
is led by ‘Parrot’, called so because he parrots the company line), and Mereana,
a shy Maori woman from a declining rural kainga near Hastings who works
her way up into jobs normally preserved for men. The Chain is not a moralistic
black and white tale. Instead, characters and events take on various shades
of grey. The interplay of class, ethnicity and gender is well done, causing
many twists and turns. The strike itself is pretty epic, lasting almost a year.
The features of many of the big strikes of the period are well captured, including
a tireless rank-and-file strike committee, and confrontations with police,
farmers and the local union leadership.
The novel is very useful for younger people curious to know why the strikes
and workplace conflict of the 1970s and 1980s suddenly disappeared. The meat
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industry accounted for much if not most of industrial conflict in New Zealand
at that time. Robb offers many answers in his portrayal of all the tactics used
to subvert the strike and union organisation.
Overall, it’s great to see a novel about largely Maori working class life and
struggle in much overlooked provincial New Zealand. It’s also highly unusual
for a novel to examine workplace conflict in New Zealand, and the few that
do examine strikes in the distant past, such as Eric Beardsley’s Blackball ’08.
The Chain deserves to be up there with classics like Coal Flat by Bill
Pearson and Oracles and Miracles by Stevan Eldred-Grigg for portrayals
of working class life.
Toby Boraman is a Wellington researcher, and committee member of the LHP.

Waiheathens
Waiheathens: Voices from a mining town, text by Mark Derby, paintings by Bob
Kerr, Atuanui Press, 2012, ISBN 978-0-9922453-1-3. Reviewed by Janine McVeagh.
Reprinted with permission from Te Awa – newsletter of the Green Party of
Aotearoa-New Zealand, Issue 38, May 2013.
Right now, mining is a very live topic in Aotearoa. The physical environment,
safety, climate change, employment issues are all elements of the debate. For
some parts of the country mining has been the reason for the existence of a
town, the foundation of its economy and part of its story. Waihi is such a place
and over its 128-year existence, the town has dealt with most of these things.
There is much to learn from the history of a mining town. Waiheathens
(the term was used derisively in an 1897 newspaper article but is now used
proudly) is the story of part of that history: the 1912 strike. It is a response and
complement to Wellington artist Bob Kerr's centenary exhibition ‘Gold Strike’,
and reproductions of his paintings form the second half of the book.
Those terms, Waiheathens and Gold Strike, sum up the focus and flavour of
the book. It is no dry account of events and dates, but vivid images of the time
and place and vivid words taken directly from accounts of the men who worked
the mines and went on strike for decent conditions and a liveable wage.
Context is set, then the voices take over: “When we finished the shift and came
up they had the big change houses alongside the shaft there…All we'd do is
take the matches and tobacco out of our pockets, and then walk in under the
shower fully dressed. Wash our clothes off, boots and everything, wring them
out and hang them over the pipes to dry.”
Fascinating, heart-wrenching text and sombre portraits of the men and women
who shaped the human and physical landscapes combine to make this an
elegantly produced little book with much to teach us about our history. It should
also cause us to reflect upon our present and our future.
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Fighting Back!
Fighting Back! The True Story of the 1949 Carpenters' Dispute, by Roy Stanley,
foreword by Kevin Hodder, ISBN 978-0-473-24962-5
Roy Stanley's Fighting Back! was published in 1950, an activist history of the
Carpenters’ Union battle against de-registration. A defining struggle of the
twentieth century, the 1949 Auckland carpenters’ dispute has been largely
excluded from the history books, overshadowed as it was by the struggles which
followed, particularly the 1951 Watersiders Lockout.
Stanley’s pamphlet—a passionate, engaged argument for the carpenters’ case
against both the bosses and the conservative leadership of the Federation of
Labour—has been out of print and difficult to source for over 60 years.
We have brought out this new edition—reproducing the many illustrations of
the original, and with a contextualising foreword—to bring this history back
to a new generation.
Copies of the pamphlet are $4 + $2 postage and packaging. Please make cheques
out to ISO-Wellington, and send to PO Box 7513, Newtown 6242, Wellington,
New Zealand. To pay by bank transfer, email contact@iso.org.nz
We are happy to send review copies to political, historical and scholarly
publications. Please email with details to request your review copy.
Dougal McNeill
for the Socialist Review editorial co-ordinating committee
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