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HOW IT BEGAN

Despite the work of Labour historians like Bert Roth, the existence of
a trade union library, the Dan Long library, and some histories and
films commissioned by unions, a number of people still feel that a lot
of union material is being neglected. Not only was much of it
unrecorded at the time, but records of the past are not being preserved.
The death of old activists, with their memories unrecorded, and neglect
and loss of written and visual records mean the movement is losing its
own history. The fact that Jock Barnes is elderly and ill seemed to

. make a film on the Watersiders Union 1946-51 a priority. A number of
unionists, after several discussions, brought proposals to a specially
called meeting.

This meeting, held on 2 September in the Conference Room of the N.Z.
Engineers Union building was chaired by Francis Wevers (Public Service
Association, Wellington Section). Paul Tolich (Trade Union Education
Authority, ex-President Wellington Tramways Union) took the minutes.
Twenty three people were present and apologies included Sonja Davies,
Colin Hicks, Linda Sissons, Peter Allen, Tony Simpson and Dean Parker.

The presence of a number of prominent unionists like Ken Douglas, Graham
Kelly and Anne Goodman, representatives from both the private and public
union sector and historians like Richard Hill, Bert Roth and Pat Walsh
made for a reassuring start.

THE PROJECT IS CONFIRMED

. The meeting of 2 September officially established the Project and approved
its incorporation. It confirmed the constitution in principle directing
that certain amendments be considered by the Committee. It elected 6
patrons and a committee of 10.
The meeting agreed that although it was too early yet to set up branches,
individuals or groups outside Wellington would be part of the Project.
The membership fee and the selection of officers was left to the Committee.

PATRONS

mhese are the Patrons of the Project:

Sonja Davies - Trade Unionist and M.P.
Colin Hicks - President, N.Z.P.S.A.
Jim Knox - President, F.O.L.

Margaret Long - Trustee Dan Long Library
- equal pay campaigner

Bert Roth - Labour Historian

Margaret Wilson - Lecturer in Industrial Law
- retiring President Labour party



COMMITTEE

These are the members:

Rona Bailey*-Barbara Fill-Anne Goodman-Richard Hill
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Dean Parker-Paul Tolich-Barry Tucker-Pat Walsh 2 Kaily

-Francis Wevers,

*subject to her acceptance.
The patrons are ex officio members of the Committee,
WHAT IT'S ABOUT

In brief, the object of the Project is to work towards a greater and
wider understanding of the history of the union movement in New gz n1
among New Zealanders of all ages and from all backgrounds by - $aand

* fostering the recording of the history of the unio
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participating in its presentation

* helping to establish a permanent film and video

archive of t
history of unions and the participants he

* promoting the production of the history of the move
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print, oral and visual material 2

* working with other people and organisations inter

ested in recordj
and maintaining permanent records g

* promoting training programmes for unionists and ot
people to learn how to research and recording the
union movement
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history of the

MEMBERSHIP

The Committee at its first meeting on 24 September decided that one of
its early tasks was to encourage membership of the Project. Membershi
is open to individuals and unions, both local branches and national P
bodies. A special category for the first year only gives an opportunit
to become a founder member. y

The annual subscriptions were fixed at:

Individuals $10.00
Founder Members $50.00
Corporate Members $50.00
OFFICERS

The Committee appointed these people:

Chairperson - Francis Wevers (721-525 - work)
Secretary - Paul Tolich (849-964 - work)
Treasurer - Barry Tucker

Newsletter Editor - Margaret Long (069-47-056)
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INTERESTING THE MINISTER

Francis told the committee that he had met with Michael Bassett, Minister
of Internal Affairs, to tell him in general about the Project and in
particular about the proposed film on Jock Barnes. Francis reported

that the Minister was genuinely interested and that he reminded the
Project that the 1990 commemoration of the Treaty of Waitangi was also
the centenary of both the Woollen Mills Workers and the Maritime Strikes.
Michael Bassett said he could see an opportunity for co-operation between
the Project and the Historical Publications Branch of Internal Affairs

in commemorating these aspects of 1890.

THE CARE AND MAINTENANCE OF TRADE UNION MATERIAL

The Committee agreed that one of its early jobs is to help recover
trade union records including photos, tapes, films, press cuttings,
diaries and minute books and advise on their appropriate storage.
The Project itself has no storage facilities, and sees its role as
advising and co-ordinating. The choices for storage in New Zealand
are quite varied, but it is important that records should be stored
in a coherent manner and that information on the collection should

be publicly available.

Facilities at present include the N.Z. Film Archive, Oral Archive (National
Library) the National Library itself, the Alexander Turnbull Library,

the Dan Long Library, Hocken Library, the University Libraries, public
libraries and Museum libraries. The Committee will invite to its next
meeting librarians from National Library to advise it on the collection

and storage of records. In the meantime please tell Paul or Francis

of any endangered union records you may know about.

PROPOSED FILM ON THE 1951 WATERFRONT DISPUTE

The people who initiated the Project brought to the first meeting proposals
for a film. They had already applied to the Short Film Fund (part of the
New Zealand Film Commission) for a grant towards a film on Jock Barnes

and his role in the New Zealand Watersiders Union from 1946-51. It

would take the form of a 50 minute documentary and its estimated budget

is $90,000. The intention is to sell the finished product to T.V.N.Z.

Jock Barnes is now 81 and has cancer so that interviewing him and other
surviving participants including the wives and families of watersiders
needs to be done as soon as possible.

Supporting visual and oral material that we know about so far are:

E recently discovered film footage of 61 minutes taken 1949-52 by
a trade union organiser, Lou Robertson. This includes Jock Barnes/
Toby Hill speaking at the Domain, and Wharfies demonstrating outside
the Auckland Town Hall as scabs form the new union.

* Cecil Holmes' documentary of the 1949 Carpenters' Lockout, 'Fighting
Back'.

* Some, as yet, uninspected, trade union material at the N.Z. Film
Archives.

* Film taken by Rudi Sunde of 1951 events and incidents. This film
was incorporated in Gert Pollman's film 'The Hammer and the Anvil'.

* An audio tape of Jock Barnes speaking in the Auckland Town Hall,
1951 .
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* Contemporary newsreel footage. ’
* Much printed material including Dick Scott's 'l51 Days', Michael
Bassett's 'Confrontation '51' and a history thesis written in
the sixties 'New Zealand Waterside Workers' Union 1946-51', Bert

Roth tells us too, of current work at Auckland University history
department on a social history of Waterside Workers and their
families.

Does anyone have, or know of, other visual, oral or written sources?
If so, Francis or Paul would be grateful for information.

CURRENT ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS

Tapes of Peter Purdue

The Committee agreed to make $100 available for video tapes to allow

Paul Chalmers to record, on broadcast quality tape, conversations with

Peter Purdue, long-time union activist. Peter was honoured on 4 September

at a social function organised by the May Day Committee of the Auckland .
Trades Council. Johnny Mitchell presided and Bill Anderson spoke about

Peter's work and made a presentation. Several other unionists paid

tribute to Peter. Bert Roth has supplied us with a brief 'life' -

"A Dublin-born carpenter, Peter arrived in New Zealand in 1939
and became a member of the Auckland Carpenters Union. He took
a leading part in a strike by New Zealand Construction Workers
who were building the Nandi Airport in Fiji in 1941, served on
the executive of the Carpenters Union when it was deregistered
by the Labour Government in 1949, and worked to reclaim the new
union for the bona fide labour movement. From 1970 until 1984
Peter was secretary of the Auckland Carpenters Union. He also
served as secretary and vice president of the Auckland Trades
Council".

EARLY UNION REMEMBERED

On 28 August, Cath Tizard, Mayor of Auckland, unveiled a plaque at

the Aurora Tavern in Victoria Street. This plaque commemorates the .
establishment of the Auckland Branch of the Amalgamated Society of

Engineers on 29 May 1863. Formed by five members who met in the

Aurora Tavern, this is the oldest existing union in Auckland, and

probably in New Zealand. THe unveiling was followed by a social

gathering of members of the Engineers Union and invited guests. Bert

Roth spoke briefly on the early history of the union.

'TROUBLE AT THE MILL'

What happened in December 1889 when the workers at the Wellington Wooll
Manufacturing Company decided to form a union? The answer is on dis laen
at the Petone Settlers Museum in the form of printed panels, photogrs hy
and drawings. A muted tape recording of sounds of woollen mill Machi:e:
in action is a great background. The exhibition is well worth a visit £
It continues until 10 December. y

MORE TO COME

The Committee intends to produce a quarterly newsletter. The next
number will be out in early March 1988. Contributions are welcome
and should be posted by 7 February to Margaret Long, 32 Marine Parade
Otaki. (Phone 069-47-056). E



