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Greetings to all TUHP members and supporters, and apologies from the Committee that 
our newsletters bave been few and far between of late. The problem is a familiar one; a matter of 
good intentions but too little time. H)I on reading this, you ;<7+Ryou may be able to offer us 
some of your time and commitment, please write to our box number, or contact a member of the 
Cornrnittee . 

Y our written contributions, or short articles you ;<7+R deserve wider readership, are also 
welcome and can be submitted to Maureen Birchfield, wbo prepared this newsletter. Maureen can 
be reached by phone, fax or e-mail: 

Phone: 237.8179 (daytime) 04 292.8816 (evening) 
Fax 237.6413 
e-mail CUES_ WN@massey.ac.nz 

1997 is a special year [or the TUHP; our tenth anniversary - a time to take stock 
and to celebrate what we have achieved. 

This issue features our plans for 1997, specifically the TUHP ORAL HISTORY 
PROJECT which is to be the centrepiece of OUT 10th anniversary activities. 

!
1997 TUHP Committee: 

RonaBailey 
Pat Bolster 
Colin Hicks (Chairperson) 
Warwick Johnson (Treasurer) 
Jock Phillips 
Msrgot Roth 
PatWalsh 

Maureen Birchfield (Newsletter Editor) 
Peter Franks (Secretary) 
Richard Hill 
Melanie Nolan 
John Robson 
Ken Thomas 

The Committee has added no new members for several years and in June last year, we were sorry 
to accept the resignation of Kerry Taylor, a long serving member who has contributed a great deal 
to the TUHP. From 1991- 1994, he edited our newsletter; he has been a key member of our 
Grants and Scholarships Committee and, last year, he researched and coordinated the Labour 
History Walk, held in conjunction with the Historical Association Conference in January. Kerry 
continues to rnake a significant contribution to the TUHP and labour history generally by the 
collection and preservation of oral history, particularly related to the 1951 wharf dispute and lock- 
out, which is bis on-going project. We congratulate Kerry on bis recent appointment as Lecturer 
in History and Politics at Massey University in Palmerston North where we know he will act as a 
worthy envoy for the TUHP. 
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LOOKING AHEAD 

For the past few years, tbe Committ.ee has bad its first meeting of the year on a Sunday ?;
Maureen Birchfield's home in Paekakariki. This has enabled us to review what we have achieved 
over the past year and to decide on priorities for the following year in a seaside setting enables us 
to combine business with pleasure. 

This year's Paekakariki meeting was on 9 February. X4* major decision was the establishment 
of the TUHP Oral History Project. 

TUHP ORAL IDSTORY PROJECT 

The last year has seen us farewell more working class stalwarts, such as Max Bollinger, 
oel Hilliard and Jack Locke. So, with a sense of urgency, we have decided to commit a 

significant amount of our funds towards the collection of oral histories of workers and union activists. 

We are in the process of setting up the TUHP ORAL IDSTORY PROJECT 
Committee. Tue major role of the Committee will be to decide, from lists of names 
submitted, who should 9( interviewed 

Each union will be asked to subrnit names and will 9( contacted soon. Suggestions from 
individuals are also welcome. 
Details, including terms of reference and the names of commitree members, will be provided 
in the next newsletter. 

TUHP SEMINAR 1997 
The History of Equal Pay 

Women·a Sub--CommlUee, \\'elfü1gton S«Uo11, 
1'"ew 'Zu.l:and Publlci &.rvlc,e A.ssO(bfton (Jnc.) 

f~EWSLETTER 
%r N=HI G=O ro~ 
%XN=A@\ X' j

Cc,:,uon lor Equal Value Equal Pay 

\\"•llingtori. New Zcaland 

lt is the 25th anniversary of the Equal Pay Act which implemented equal pay in the private sector. 
The CTU is holding a one-day seminar on tbe 13 June which focuses on the contemporary 
gender gap. Margaret Wilson will be addressing this gathering. 
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We are hoping that there will be an exhibition of Max's cartoons later this year. 
Here is an example: 
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! BERT ROTH SCHOLARSIDP 

!

Congratulations to Stephen Robertson, this year's recipient of the TUHP's Bert Roth 
Scholarship. Stephen was awarded $2,000 to assist with bis research for bis MA thesis on the 
Wellington Branch of the New Zealand Socialist Party from 1901 to 1921. 

Melanie Nolan provides some background: 

Of course, socialist ideas or parties were not contained by this period or place. Tue 
Wellington Socialist Party Branch wbich was formed by 'Clarion" immigrants in 1901 
was conspicuous because it hosted the national executive and the Party's newspaper. In 
1921, moreover, the Communist Party of New Zealand was formed in Wellington's 
Socialist Hall in Manners Mall. This study has the advantage of being both manageable 
and well-delineated. The branch bistory is relatively well-documented, moreover, with 
many of the sources in Wellington arcbives. Stephen wants to use the Wellington 
Socialist Party Branch in these two decades as a case study of political ideology and 
culture. He intends to examine the range and depth of divergent political ideologies which 
Valerie Smith, Bert Roth, Erik Olssen and Kerry Taylor have sketched out. He also hope 
tobe able to map the networks and examine the wider culture of the left-wing through the 
close-knit group of Wellington activists. 

SUPPORT FOR FILM ON IRAHAPETI RAMSDEN 

Tue TUHP has made a grant of $2000 to Spiral Productions to assist with the production of 
Something for my grandchildren to hold, a documentary film on Irahapeti Ramsden. 

The film will document Irahepeti's contributions to Aotearoa in research, teaching, nursing and 
the arts. 

BOOKS 

Brian Wood, DISASTER AT BRUNNER: A Commemorative History, 272pp, 
$45 plus $3.50 p and p. Reviewed by Maureen Birchfield. 
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The TUHP assisted Brian Wood with a publication subsidy to produce this impressive book. lt is 
much more than just an account of the worst industrial accident in New Zealand's history, which 
happened on the West Coastjust over a hundred years ago. 

With meticulous detail, supported by a fi.ne array of historical and contemporary photographs, 
maps and plans, Brian W ood covers the historical, technical, social and personal aspects 
surrounding this disaster. 

Some sections will appeal to some readers more than others. I was more interested in the details 
provided about the British backgrounds of the victims and of the effects of the disaster on their 
famili es, rather than on technical aspects. 

One shocking fact that struck me, in the section describing the British origins of the miners who 
came to New Zealand for a better life, was that in Haydock, Lancashire, where my mother was 
bom, 189 men and boys were killed in a mine explosion in 1878. In Lancashire alone, between 
1878 and 1881, over 700 men were k.illed by 13 major explosions; important background to this 
book's focus, the West Coast Brunner mine disaster of 1896. 

One of the strengths of the book is that it identifies, in the text and in photos, some of the people 
involved, in particular the 230 widows and orphans affected by the disaster. Tue traumatic 
effects on the small community of Brunnerton; the litigation, problems of compensation, 
community tensions and solidarity are all carefully recorded. 

Disaster at Brunner is a valuable contribution to the history of working class New Zealanders. 

Copies are available from the author: Kaihinu, RD2, Hokitika. 

~~o' 

The Big Grave, 29 March, 1896, Stillwater Cemetery, where 33 ofthe 65 victims of the Brunner 
Mine Disaster are buried. lt was dug by gold miners from Kumara and townships south of 
Hokitika and was thefocus ofthe Disaster Commemoration of26 March 1996, attended by 500. 
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The 'annual' Trade Union History Project seminar this year is going to be on the 
history of equal pay, all three campaigns: in the public sector in the 1950s; in 
the private sector, 1960-1972; and the pay equity campaign, 1984-1990. The 
Equal Pay Act was passed in October 1972 and our seminar will be on Labour 
weekend, Saturday, 25th October. 

Tue TUHP's organising committee is Melanie Nolan (convenor), Rona Bailey, Maureen 
Birchfield, and Margot Roth. A number of our other committee members, including Peter 
Franks, will be involved too. In the past, our seminars have been a J 7> of panels, reminiscences 
and papers. We welcome suggestions for this one. 

Enquiries/Suggestions: 
Melanie Nolan 
History Department 
Victoria University of Wellington 
PO Box 600 
WELINGTON 

!

!

Ph: 4721 000 x7031 or leave message x5344 
E-mail: Melanie.Nolan@vuw.ac.nz 

JIM TURNER REFLECTS ON THE TUHP's 1996 SEMINAR 

On Saturday 16 November the TUHP held a seminar at the PSA entitled, The PSA and the 
Lewin Years: Personalities, Influences and Events. Jack Lewin was a personality and 
an influence on all those who knew him, worked for him or against <7J from bis activities in the 
Labour Party in Palmerston North in the late 1930s, through bis public service and trade union 
career, to bis death in the late 1980s. No meeting be attended, no cause be espoused remained 
uninfluenced by this remarkable man. 

Fortunately Francis Wevers had interviewed Jack a few years before bis death and bad recorded 
the event on video. We therefore had direct impressions of Jack's views on a number of historic 
events, bis feud with F.P. Walsh and the Holmes satchel case included. 

About forty people attended, many of wbom bad recollections of Jack and bis activities going 
back to the l 930s. He was a natural leader and a man of enormous presence whose integrity and 
ability in a range of circumstances left ?+ indelible impression on ?66be met. Not that he always 
succeeded but that he was never irrelevant. 

There were academics who recalled 97D intellectual weight, politicians who respected his policies, 
and unionists who valued bis persistent and effective advocacy - ?66of which was consistently 
informed by a memorably well articulated personal philosophy. This was the raw material of 
history and one of the TUHP's more successful ventures. 

TRIBUTES TO MAX AND NOEL 

Max Bollinger, 1924-1996 Noel Hilliard, 1929-1996 
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Max Bollinger and Noel Hilliard were friends. In a July 9, 1984, article for the Evening 
Post, it was Noel who revealed that Max was the anonymous cartoonist of the illegal bulletins 
and pamphlets produced in support of the 1951 lock-out of waterside workers. Both of them 
were once Communists, until 1956 when Kruschev revealed the crimes of Stalin and the USSR 
in vaded Hungary. Both of them remained socialists in deed and word, and were supporters of the 
TUHP. lt is a sad irony that they should die in the same year. 

Both Max and Noel were artists but in different media: Max left us his Cartoons, on the envelopes 
that he sent to his friends and in many illegal and legal publications. Noel leaves us the articles he 
wrote as a journalist, his five novels and many more short stories depicting the lives of ordinary 

ew Zealanders, in particular Maori. 

Max died on July 2, 1996 in Blackball. Noel died on October 22 in Titahi Bay, where they both 
lived at one time. Obituaries to them both have been printed elsewhere so this tribute will not 
repeat the bare facts of their lives nor catalogue the different jobs that they bad. Instead it provides 
a few quotes to highlight their significance as true champions of the working class: 

MAX: "a fearless dissenter, cartoonist and positive agitator for causes ... a significant figure in 
Iabour movement circles" (Colin Hicks, TUHP Tribute to Max, 2 September, 1996) 

MAX: "His interest in industrial matters was Iife-long, He worked on both sides of the fence, • 
sometimes as an employer representative, at others as a union representative for print and allied , 
trades, including journalists". (Evening Post obituary, July 25, 1996, p.5) 

MAX: "Producing one illegal leaflet was easy enough, but to do 52 issues, three times (at least) a 
week without being caugbt, was pretty incredible. .. If I was asked my three most treasured 
possessions, a set of Wellington 1951 leaflets would be one of them ... =D a friend, a socialist 
and trade unionist, Max has played bis part in fighting for a better life for working people in 
Aotearoa/New '.Zealand."(Rona Bailey, TUHP Tribute to Max, 2 September, 1996) 

NOEL: "Having sold 35,000 copies in New Zealand and having been translated into Russian and 
Chinese, it [Maori Girl] is one of the most widely read of New Zealand novels and the first to 
deal frankly with modern Maori-Pakeha relations. In its straightforward realism and social 
concern, it is a fitting memorial for a man wbo combined strongly held political and social beliefs 
with a deep love of literature." (Lawrence Jones, Listener obituary, 16 November, 1996). 

NOEL: "He was always passionate about causes and socialist politics. lt was never an airy, lip- 
service textbook understanding ... Noel Hilliard's views about working class politics were 
heartfelt ... A signal element of Maori Girl is the absence of politics ... the story is crafted in a plain 
style, and Hilliard develops a weil developed nose for characterisation from his skill as an • 
observer of fellow New Zealanders ... He was a mentor to budding poets and authors, among __. 
them Witi Ihimaera ... "(Peter K.itchen, Evening Post obituary, 31 October, 1996). 

Both Max and Noel have left us a fine and permanent legacy in the work that they produced. 
Since Max's death, the TUHP has been given the envelopes he sent to his friend, Con Doyle, 
which record the political follies of those in power when he put bis satirical pen to paper. We 
have deposited them in the Cartoon Archive at the Turnbull Library and given laminated copies to 
Max's widow, K.ay Dollinger. 
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David Tranter, MILTON: The Story of a Lockout, 
Square One Press, 1997. 

This book is hot off the press and was reviewed recently in the first, April 1997 issue of the 
Alliance rnagazine, Red and Green, from which the following information is tak:en. Actual 
words from the review are in quotes, or indented: 

This book documents the lockout of 49 textile workers from Alliance Textiles in Milton following 
their rejection of a "harsh contract of cutting their wages 30% and to forcing them to do overtime 
at the clirection of the Company". 

Thirteen of the workers remain on the picket line, supported by unions around the country - "a 
symbol of resistance to the Employment Contracts Act" , Milton records the "huge amount of 
solidarity" the workers have received: 

Tue Milton workers might not have won, but they've had a big impact. As one Milton 
bank manager told a worker: 'You might ;<7+AR no-one's watching you - but I know 
employers who have toned down their contracts because of what you're doing. You have 
touched a lot ofpeople'. 

Available for $9.95 post free from One World Books, 
177 Karangahape Road, Auckland. 

THE TRADE UNION IDSTORY VIDEO COLLECTION 

The TUHP assisted with the funding to enable Vanguard Films to transfer six documentary )76J D
about New Zealand labour history onto VHS videotapes. All )76J Dwere made during the early 
1980s. 
The six films are available on three tapes which can be bought singly or as a complete set. 

Tape 1 comprises The Hammer and the Anvil and A Century of Struggle. The first, a 
documentary bistory of tbe New Zealand trade union movement told through the lives of 
workers. lt is produced and directed by Gerd Pohlmann and Merata Mita. The second chronicles 
the hundred-year bistory of the NZ Seamen's Union and was directed and filmed by Alister 
Barry, Rod Prosser and Russell Campbell. 

Tape 2 comprises Wildcat and Kinleith' 80. The first was produced and 87*( , ;( 8 by Rod 
Prosser, Russell Campbell and Alister Barry. lt is the story of the struggle of the timberworkers 
to bring democracy to their union. The second, produced by Gerd Pohlmann and written, 
d.irected and filmed by Pohlmann, Rod Prosser and Russen Campbell is the account of the 
successful 12-week strike at NZ Forest Products. 

Tape 3 comprises The Bridge and The Hatred Campaign. The first was produced by 
Gerd Pohlmann and directed by <7J aod Merata Mita. lt is about the Mangere Bridge dispute, the 
longest in NZ history. The second was written, produced and directed by Rod Prosser as a 
tribute to caretaker, Ernie Abbott who was killed in the 1984 Trades Hall bombing 7+ Wellington. 

More information about each film, including prices, can be obtained from: 

Vanguard Films, PO Box 3563, Wellington. 

NEWS AND NOTES 

Labour History Walk 

The TUHP contributed an bistorical walk as part of the Historical Association Conference of 11 
February last year. Kerry Taylor provided an informative commentary for sights along the way 
such as the graves of Harry Holland and William Duncan Parnell 7+ the Bolton Street Cemetery'. 
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Kate Sheppard Place and the various locations of the Trades Hall and political party and union 
offices. 

Eventually, we hope to produce a small, do-it-yourself, guide booklet describing the route and 
providing the historical background. 

Guide to Union Archives 

Tue TUHP has produced a pamphlet, soon to be distributed to all unions to assist them in the 
preservation of their records. 

Bibliography on Women and Work in Aotearoa/NZ 

TUHP Committee member, Margot Roth, has produced a 8*?); outline and is continuing her 
work towards producing an annotated bibliography of publications relating to all paid and unpaid 
work done by women over the past decade or so. The definition of "work" Margot uses is: 

The way in which we respond to and use our environment's resources 
in order to provide for our own survival and that of others of past, 
present andfuture generations. 

Microfilming The Maoriland Worker 

In collaboration with the Alexander Turnbull Library, we have begun the process towards 
ensuring that an accessible microfilm record of "Tue Maoriland W orker", and its successors, 
"The NZ Worker" and "The Standard" is produced. 

Something to copy and pass on to your friends: 

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA
ENROLMENT FORM 

NAME: 

ADDRESS: 

PHONE: 

------ -- A _,__ , _ 
------------------ - ---------------------------- 
Home: Business: _ 

D Individual Member- $10.00 
D Corporate Member - $50.00 
D Donation 

AMOUNT ENCLOSED $.....,.,,..-,----,--.,..----,---c------- 
(Subscriptions include GST) 

Post form to: 
The Secretary 
Trade Union History Project 
P O Box 27-425 
WELLINGTON NORTH 

X 

I. 

• 
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